July 22: Kaptur Backs Extension Of Unemployment Benefits
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Congresswoman Marcy Kaptur, co-founder of the bipartisan Congressional Jobs Now!
Caucus, today joined 240 Democratic colleagues and 31 Republicans in the U.S. House of
Representatives to extend unemployment benefits.

The measure, which passed the House by a vote of 272-152, extends federal unemployment
benefits for approximately 2.5 million workers who have exhausted their normal benefits.

The bill now goes to President Obama for his signature. Among the 18-member Ohio
delegation, 12 members voted “yes,” including all 10 Democrats and two Republicans.

Click on photo to watch video.

“These benefits will go to people who have earned them by going to work every day,” said
Congresswoman Kaptur. “This measure provides a vital lifeline to thousands upon thousands
of Ohio families. For some of them, it will make the difference between keeping their homes
and losing them, between putting food on the table and going hungry.”

Kaptur noted that most unemployment benefits are turned immediately back into
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the local economy to pay for essentials such as food, shelter and transportation expenses.
She noted that the non-partisan Congressional Budget Office has estimated that extending
unemployment benefits is the most efficient way for the government to generate economic
growth. Jobless benefits, the CBO said, add $1.90 to the economy for every dollar spent,
injecting demand and generating businesses for local companies.
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